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Summary

	TITLE
	Implementing the WTO Information Technology Agreement (ITA) in the ECOWAS Region for the Development of the Regional ICT Sector

	Applicant
	FEWACCI

	Duration of the Project
	4 months

	Objectives of the action
	Overall objective:
The overall objective of the project of which this contract will be a part is to implement the WTO Information Technology Agreement (ITA) in the ECOWAS Region for the Development of the Regional ICT Sector.
Specific objectives:

· Raise awareness and disseminate information amongst Trade Officials and ICT stakeholders on the WTO Information Technology Agreement (ITA), and its potential benefits to the competitiveness of the ICT sector.

· Sensitise ECOWAS Governments on the ITA, support their participation in the Agreement and contribute to its implementation in the Region.   

· Enhance the analytical and institutional capacity of ICT Sector Intermediaries to make inputs into ICT trade related Policy Formulation in ECOWAS member countries 
· Develop the negotiating capacity of Trade officials to contribute to the negotiations and implementation of the ITA.

	Purpose
	The purpose of the project is to support the participation of ECOWAS Member States in the ITA Agreement to promote the regional ICT sector for sustainable development and to contribute to poverty eradication. This will facilitate the integration of the ECOWAS region into the global economy, diversify economies of the region and help in the development of the ICT sector. 

	Expertise  Required
	Two Key Experts on ITA and ICT will be recruited for this assignment: a Trade Lawyer and a Trade Policy Analyst. The Experts will undertake a Study on the ITA in the region and also coordinate the development of trade-related ICT topics for the Project Conference. In doing so they will visit selected countries in the region which hold the potential for a growing ICT Industry. These may include Nigeria and Senegal. The Experts are expected to consult with the regional ICT sector stakeholders on the ITA and options for countries to accede to it.

	Expected results

	
	· Enhanced awareness amongst government officials and ICT stakeholders of the WTO-ITA to the growth and competitiveness of the ICT sector in West Africa.

· Regional Governments prepares for negotiations to accede to the WTO ITA Agreement. Identification of the potential benefits that would accrue to the regional countries by joining the ITA Agreement
· Preparation of Technical Papers on the ITA and the Development of the ICT Industry in West Africa.

· Regional Conference on the ITA and the development of the ICT Industry in the Region.
· Enhanced participation and inputs by regional Governments into the ITA. 

	Main activities

	
	· Conduct a review of the operation of the ITA over the past decade and its likely impact on the ICT sector in ECOWAS member States; 

· Provide an overview of the status quo or the dynamics of the IT sector in the ECOWAS Region, taking into account the latest developments in technological convergence and the impact of globalization.  

· Highlight the prospects for and challenges to further regional expansion of trade in ITA products with the potential accession of ECOWAS Member States to the ITA. 

· Highlight the potentials of ICTs to the achievement of Social and economic Objectives especially in the area of Education possibly through a Case Study of the NePad E-School Initiative. 

· Hold a regional conference (3 days - 65 participants) in Accra (Ghana) to present the results of the above mentioned materials. 

	Budget Estimate
	€ 200.000
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